Co-operation
on which in due time our national education was built. But I must
say something in more detail about three movements, originating
among the people themselves, which have influenced the habits and
thoughts of millions and helped to make them into capable and under-
standing citizens. The three movements are the Trade Unions, the
Co-operative Societies, and the Friendly Societies. All these great
bodies were started by and consisted of these same individualistic
Englishmen who learned to co-operate.
Again, every historical or economic student is familiar with the
story of their development, but I want you to consider their influence
on character, for they have played a large part for three generations
or more in malting the "RnglishTnan what he is today. From their
nature, the Trade Unions have had a very different history from that
of the great Societies. They have had little time to indulge in dreams,
engaged as they were in hand-to-hand fighting even for their existence.
There were times, particularly in the middle of the last century, when
the atmosphere in which they worked was one of bitter hate on both
sides, a condition of things which left its mark for long years after-
wards. But today they perform an essential part in the body politic:
a new generation has grown up, and in it you can catch sight of a far
wider co-operation that we may live to see, the co-operation of men
on both sides in industry, wlio* having learnt in the bitter fires of
experience, will pool their knowledge and their wisdom for the
common well-being of the vast interests they represent. Men of fine
quality are not common in any large collection of human beings,
whether politicians or workmen or employers. But there are such,
and their influence is being felt and will be felt more and more. It is
a agri of the times that the insular English. Trade-Unionist looks for
co-opcratioa witH his fellows osx the (Continent, and one of yhg *?<lffar
features of the Nazi domination is ifaM* the dose and profitable relations
which existed as far back as the nineties of the last century between die
working men of Germany and England have been made impossible.
V/e had each much to learn from gj>rb other*
Shortly I would say that to the man capable of profiting by it, the
training afforded by Trade Union work has played a large part ia
fitting \\rm foj the power and responsibilities which he now Ha& as a
member of our great democratic State. And tb*s is just as true, in a
different way, of the great Co-operative movement and of die Frkadly
Societies. Use former started at Rochdale in Lancashire aeady a
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